THE FOUNDATION
And since 1832 (by 2 Guil. IV, c. 46, in recognition of the gift of the
King's Library made in 1823) the Sovereign appoints a representative.
The Trustees elected by these are fifteen in number. The list of
them represents so remarkable a body of distinguished men over a
period of nearly two centuries, especially when we remember those
who have been Trustees by right of office, that it seems worth while
to print it from the Statutes (see App. i). Very soon the body came to
be looked upon as an Academy, the English counterpart of the French
Forty. The honour is one which many have desired. Dr. John
Taylor coveted it, and called it "the blue ribband of a scholar."35
Richard Gough (d. 1809) hoped for it, but stated with some bitter-
ness that it "was now become an object of successful canvass," and,
perhaps partly because he was not successful, altered his will and left
all his collections to the Bodleian: But the fact is that mere eminence
as a specialist has rarely been regarded as a claim to election. The
work of specialists can be done by die Staff; that of policy, relations
with Government and the like, cannot; the latter is the function of
the Trustees. The Trustees are therefore, and always have been, a
mixture of public men with wide intellectual interests, and men of
intellectual eminence with capacity for affairs, which includes (as
capacity for affairs always must) the ability to work with others. The
history of the Trust reveals in the early period a want of large views,
which were rare anywhere in relation to the Museum; and in the
eighteen-thirdes and forties it can only be said that there was incom-
petence; no competent body would have insisted for years on the
performance of an impossibility in the face of full and clear advice
from their expert, or have allowed itself to be hoodwinked by its
Secretary. But those days are far past, and the most distinguished men
have long been among those who have taken their Trusteeship the
most seriously. It is a notable fact that as Prince of Wales both King
Edward VII and King George V, neither, one would say, a man with
strong academic leanings, were Trustees and were over a period of
thirty years (1881-1911) most regular and interested members of the
Standing Committee.
The conduct of the Museum's affairs is in the hands of this Standing
Committee of twenty, on which sit the three Principal Trustees and
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